THOUGHTS AND FANCIES

All these causes make it difficult with regard
to Spain, above all other countries, to put a case
befbre an English audience, and that accounts,
I suppose, for the extraordinary illusion which
prevails that the Church in Spain retained its
power and privileges up to the Republican
rising of 1931. The truth is that the Church
has not been a dominant factor in Spanish
politics for at least one hundred years. The
whole of the Church property was confiscated
in 1836, and after much controversy and trouble
a Concordat was established in 1852. Under
that Concordat, in place of the confiscated lands,
allowances were doled out by the Government.
Now the Primate under that settlement got
something over ^1,800 a year, but the parish
priest got ^22 and no more. I quote that on
the authority of a Liberal writer, Mr. Butler
Clark I think the name was, who wrote in a
Cambridge series. I have every sympathy with
the incumbents of the Church of England who
have suffered under the Tithe Act. I think the
poorer ones have had in some cases hard measure,
but to have expected one of them, even if un-
married, to live on this pittance would have
aroused a storm of indignation.
Then with regard to education, why put the
blame in Spain for the lack of education on the
Church alone ? What was the State doing all
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